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@ Cﬁbdriv‘er'cleared in

drunk, prosecutors say

clash in which he was shot

H Off—duty officers were

]
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The Suffolk County Dlstnct;

Attomey‘s " office  yesterday
dropped charges against a Hun-

tington Station cabdriver shot .

during a roadside. confrontation
with two off-duty Nassau pohce

officers who prosecutors 'said ~

had been drinldng. -

Nassau County acting pohr.:e_
Commissioner Thomas Krumpt- *

er “will probably” launch an in-

ternal affairs investigation into .

the incident, said spokesmau
Det. Lt. Kevin Smith.

“Before this, we didn’t have
any reason to believe that our of-
ficers’ behavior differed from

what wds presented to us at the.

time,” he said. No complaint was
filed with the departinent, Smith
said.

Massau police union presxdent
James Carver declined to com-
ment on the officers’ actions or
the probable internal affairs in-
vestigation.

The cabdriver, "Thornas Mot-
oughan, 26, had been charged
with assaulhng the officers in
the Feb. 27 incident in Hunting-
ton. Moroughan will likely sue
for damages, his lawyer said.

In dropping the case against
Moroughan, Suffolk County As-
sistant District Attorney Rapha-
el Pearl said his office wouldn't
be able to prove the charges be-
yond a reasonable doubt, large-
Iy because the officers had
been drinking beforehand.

*There was evidence the of-
ficers had been drinking, but
pot that they were legally intox-

" jcated” (under drunken driving
statutes), Pearl told District

Court Judge Gaetan "Lozito.
“That impacts their credibility.
It undermines the people’s abili-
ty to obtain a conviction.”

A law enforcement scurce

said ‘there were witnesses to.

= Suffolk prosecutors |
drapped charges of assaui’nng
two aff-duty Nassau police ;-
officers against cahdnver =
Thomas Moroughan

# Nassau police Said rts inter-
nal affairs unit “will probahly”
investigate.the ofﬁcers. -

"m Moroughan's attomey said
. he'lllikely file suit soon.against
- Suffeli police for fale arrést
- and the Nassau officers 10
, shooting: hlscilenta id brea

Suf_folk prosecutors sa[d." '
- they watld not seek charges
agalnst’the Nassau of'ﬁcers

. against-taxi:driver
- .Thoma Morad ha

Charges w

the ofﬁcers dnnkmg. The offic-

- ers refused:to give blood and

urine samiples when they went

to theh spital after the inci-

dent,P_f:ax:[sald; et .
PearFalsofaid: there was evi-"

dence Moroughan was trying

to withidraw.from the confron-

" tation, not Bscalate it, before it

turned vlolent_ B
In their-actdunt shortly after

the incidentoccirred, Suffolkpo-
- lice said,Nassau Officer Antho-

ny DiEecnardo and another off-
duty Nassau Third Precinct offic-
er, who hasn't been identified,
pulled overin separate vehicles
on Oakwood Road near Stimson -
Middle School. Moroughan, ap-
parently becduse of erratic driv-
ing by the oﬂicers, also pulled
his taxi over.

Accordmg to th.at account, .

there was a brief argument by 7

the roadside, and them Mor- .

~oughan got into his cab and .

" after the.incident but retrned.:
_to active :diity;: Nassau pohcelg

-Suffolk- prosecutors will not*

iam Pettillo"of Rockwlle Cen—
tre, thanked the Suffo}kDA’sof-
fice Mor con‘ectmg_ the mlus-
Hce don _____
"There Was nEver: ‘a-basis to. i
have arfested Ium.m the first .
place;” _Peirillo’ sald, -whose cli-*] 4
ent hasn't described. what hap—
pened that mgh!:—- :
The cops wént o : s;ck leave_,_

spokesman.Sxmﬂl said.;w - - A
District . atfomay’s - officé
spokesman Bob - Glifford said-}

pursue charges againist the Nas- 3 1
saunt officers.’ Moroughzn and’-
-his. g!r].fnend—-who Jyas:in his’
. cab, have réfised fo’ testlfy he«_ g
fore a Suffolk grand jury.

Given those; mr.cumStances, E
 Pettillo: said he Fad no. objection
to the Nassau officers not facing

drove toward the officers. DiLe- .criminal © charges.’ Petrillo - said 4
onardo fired at Moroughan, . Moroughan.now hker will sue i
striking him in the chest ard‘- -Suffolk - police -for::false: “atrest”]
left arm, police said then. Iden- +-and:; DiLeonardg -for “xhooting”

tifying himself as a police offie- hima.nd breaking his nose.i- -~ -4
. er, DiLeonardo said he tried to~ - - Suffolk Police: Gommissioner 3

subdue” Moroughan, losing his - - Richzird Dormer cited- thie likeli- |

gun in the cab in a struggles~ ==, hood. of & Iawsult in: dedmmg A

. As Moroughan pulled away,.
his cab struck the unidentified ;3

officer, police said then, Suffolik
police artested Moroughan a
Huntington Hospital... -

1o comment. -,

Qutside court,,- Moroughan
said;, ‘I’m glad:-1 can move én~
with 1oy life, IPs just nice 9.
¥now:i d,oxﬁt have:tmwezry




